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Ian Walsh, the 18-year-old bassist in Johnny Duke and the Aces,
is now embarking on a solo career while remaining in the band.

The fi rst thing one notices about Hockessin singer-songwriter 
Ian Walsh’s songs is their maturity—especially coming from 
an 18-year-old. The recent graduate of  The Tatnall School 

in Greenville says this approach was deliberate and a response to 
radio’s current rock landscape.

“I didn’t want to sound like American rock,” Walsh says. “Most 
of  this new emo music sounds high school-esque. I wanted to go in 
and make a sound that’s beyond high school.”

If  Walsh, who named the Beatles as a musical infl uence, was 
looking to avoid Panic! At the Disco comparisons, then mission 
accomplished. His recently-released EP, Please Remember, features 
fi ve songs that recall mid-’90s no-frills guitar rock and piano-driven 
ballads. The record’s opener, “Supposed to Be,” is a prime example 
of  the former: Walsh sounds (and looks) like a teenage Pete Yorn, 
singing the chorus, “The night is falling as I am for you / And you, 
yeah, you, keep on following through / I won’t know what to do” 
over a wall of  guitars.

The young singer sounds comfortable, both vocally and 
musically, leading a solo project. This isn’t surprising, since Walsh 
has gained confi dence as the bassist of  the blues band Johnny 
Duke and the Aces—an established Delaware act in its own right. 
Walsh says his songs came to him organically after his other gig 
took a break.

“I started writing songs that were a lot less blues-y and made 
it my own thing,” he says. “I just wanted to express myself  in my 
own way.”
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Walsh’s way includes occasionally putting down the six-string 
in favor of  a piano. Please Remember’s closer, “Goodbye,” will be 
featured on the soundtrack for the upcoming 20th Century Fox 
fi lm Moondance Alexander. It’s a good fi t— “Goodbye” sounds 
straight from the silver screen, with its longing lyrics and sweeping 
yet simply stated crescendos.

Hollywood will have to wait while Walsh and his Johnny Duke 
and the Aces bandmates attend college in Boston—Walsh will study 
at the Berklee College of  Music—in the fall. Until then, he plans to 
fi nd gigs this summer while prepping for his next release—another 
EP with six or seven new songs. While it may sound like a lot for 
an 18-year-old’s plate, Walsh says he has no plans to slow down his 
musical aspirations.

“I’m going for the gold,” he says. “I’m really trying to go all 
the way.”
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